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H.16
Introduced by Representatives Gannon of Wilmington and LaClair of Barre

Town
Referred to Committee on
Date:
Subject: Executive; boards and commissions; miscellaneous
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to make
miscellaneous amendments regarding the State’s boards and commissions in

accordance with recommendations made by the Sunset Advisory Commission.

An act relating to boards and commissions

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
* * * Secretary of State Inventory * * *
Sec. 1. 3V.S.A. § 116a is amended to read:
8 116a. MAINTENANCE OF INVENTORY OF STATE BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS
(@)(1) The Secretary of State shall maintain and make available on his or
her official website an inventory of the State boards and commissions, and
shall update that inventory when changes are made that affect the information

provided in the inventory.
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(2)(A) The inventory shall include the names of the members of each
State board and commission, their term length and expiration, and their
appointing authority.

(B) Each State board and commission shall be responsible for
providing to the Secretary of State this inventory information and any updates
to it.

(b) As used in this section, “State beards-and-commissions board or
commission” means a professional or occupational licensing beards board or
commissions commission, advisory beards board or eemmissions commission,
appeals beards board, promotional beards board, interstate beards board,

supervisory beards-and-councHs board or council, and or any other boards-or

commissions-of the-State similar entity that:

(1) is created by State law, by federal law and contains State appointees,

or by executive order;

(2) is established as or is attached to an Executive Branch entity;

(3) has statewide jurisdiction or carries out a State function; and

(4) is not composed of members appointed exclusively by regional,

county, or municipal entities.

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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Sec. 2. 2018 Sp. Sess. Act and Resolves No. 2, Sec. 15 is amended to read:
Sec. 15. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018, except that Sec. 12, 3 V.S.A.
8§ 116a (Secretary of State; maintenance of inventory of State boards and
commissions), shall take effect on January 1, 2649 2020.

* * * Standard Per Diem and Expense Reimbursement * * *

Sec. 3. 32 V.S.A. § 1010 is amended to read:
§ 1010. MEMBERS OF CERTAIN BOARDS

(a) Except for those members serving ex officio or otherwise regularly

employed by the State, the compensation-efthe members of the following

Beards boards shall be entitled to receive $50.00 in per diem compensation:

(1) Board of Bar Examiners

(2) Board of Libraries

(3) Vermont Milk Commission
(4) Board of Education

(5) State Board of Health

(6) Emergency Board

(7) Board of Liquor and Lottery
(8) Human Services Board

(9) State Fish and Wildlife Board

(10) State Board of Mental Health

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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(11) Vermont Employment Security Board

(12) Capitol Complex Commission

(13) Natural Gas and Oil Resources Board

(14) Transportation Board

(15) Vermont Veterans’ Home Board of Trustees

(16) Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

(17) The Electricians’ Licensing Board

(18) Offender Work Programs Board

(19) Emergency Personnel Survivors Benefit Review Board

(20) Community High School of Vermont Board

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, members of

professional or occupational licensing boards or commissions, advisory boards
or commissions, appeals boards, promotional boards, interstate boards,
supervisory boards and councils, or any other boards, er commissions, or
similar entities that are not listed in subsection (a) of this section but are
otherwise entitled by act of the General Assembly to receive per diem
compensation, shall be entitled to receive per diem compensation in the
amount of $50.00 per day for each day devoted to official duties. This
subsection shall not reduce the amount of per diem compensation heretefore
provided by act of the General Assembly to members of boards or

commissions entitled to receive more than $50.00 per day.

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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(2) “Per diem” means the amount of compensation to which a member
of a statutory board or commission is entitled for:

H(A) attendance at a regular or special meeting of such board or
commission or any committee thereof; or

&)(B) performance of other duties directly related to the efficient
conduct of necessary board business as assigned and approved by the
chairperson, provided that payment for such duties shall be at the per diem rate
prorated for actual time spent performing duties. Proration shall be calculated
based on an eight-hour day. Under no circumstances shall the daily payment
exceed the per diem amount.

(c) The members of the boards and departments commissions, including
those members serving ex officio or otherwise regularly employed by the
State, shall be entitled to receive their actual and necessary expenses when
away from home or office upon their official duties.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this
section, a member shall not be entitled to receive State per diem compensation
for any meeting or other official duty for which specific compensation is
provided by another source.

(e) The Governor may authorize per diem compensation and expense

reimbursement in accordance with this section for members of boards and

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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commissions, including temporary study commissions, created by Executive
Order.

() Members of the Parole Board shall be entitled to receive $100.00 per
diem for each day of official duties together with reimbursement of reasonable
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

*** Travel Information Council * * *
Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 484 is amended to read:
§ 484. TRAVEL INFORMATION COUNCIL; CREATION, MEMBERSHIP,
TERMS

(@) The Travel Information Council is created to administer the provisions
of this chapter.

(1) The Agency of Transportation shall be responsible for the
administration and maintenance of the official business directional sign
program, information plazas, and other tourist information facilities deemed
appropriate by the Council.

(2) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development shall be
responsible for the collection and distribution of travel information, as deemed
appropriate by the Council.

(b)(1) The FraveHnformation Council may make adopt rules; consistent
with this chapter relating to the determination of locations for official business

directional signs and to all other matters necessary and appropriate to the

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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administration of this chapter. In making adopting those rules it shall give
consideration to the adequacy of information provided by highway directional
signs and the preservation of scenic and aesthetic values and shall consult with
the Agency of Transportation as to matters of highway safety.

(2) It shall determine whether official business directional signs at a
particular location shall be displayed in tiers or upon panels.

(3) It shall advise the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development on policies and matters pertaining to collection and distribution
of tourist information.

(©)(1) The FraveHnformation Council shall have seven members,
comprising the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or

designee, who shall chair the eeuneHt Council, and six appointed members as

follows: one representing the lodging industry, one the restaurant industry, one
the recreation industry, one the Agency of Transportation, one the general
public, and one agriculture.

(2) The six appointed members shall be appointed by the Governor with

the advice and consent of the Senate with-the-six-initiaHy-appeinted-members

two-year staggered terms so that three members shall-be are appointed

biennialhy-thereafter annually. The members are eligible for reappointment.

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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(3) Members of the Council shall be entitled to per diem compensation

and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 VV.S.A. § 1010, which

shall be paid by the Agency of Transportation.

(d)(1) The FraveHnfermation Council shall designate, in each State
transportation district, a person to represent business, a person to represent the
public, and a person to represent the district planning or development agencies
as a committee to act for it in those districts in considering applications for
signs and the location thereof.

(2) The members of the committee shall serve at the pleasure of the
Council, and a majority of a committee shall constitute a quorum for the
conduct of any business.

(3) A person aggrieved by a decision of a committee may ask for and
shall be granted a hearing before the FraveHnformation Council and may
appeal on questions of law to the Superior Court under V.R.C.P. 74 from a
decision of the Council.

* ** Travel and Recreation Council * * *
Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. 8 652 is amended to read:
8§ 652. TRAVEL AND RECREATION COUNCIL; MEMBERSHIP

(a) AtravelandrecreationcouncH The Travel and Recreation Council is

created. It shall comprise the following members:

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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(1) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development; or
designee;

(2) the Secretary of Natural Resources; or designee;;

(3) the Secretary of Transportation; or designee;;

(4) the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets; or designee;;

(5) the Commissioner of Tourism and Marketing; or designee; and

(6) ten members from the private sector appointed by the Governor.

(b)(1) The ten members appointed by the Governor shall serve a term of
three years, beginning July 1, or the unexpired portion thereof. For the initial
appointments, the Governor shall appoint three for one year, four for two
years, and three for three years.

(2) When appointing members, the Governor shall consider persons who
have understanding of the travel and recreation industry and who will
adequately represent the various interests in the State.

(c) The Council shall elect its chair annually from among its members.

(d) The Council shall meet at least quarterly at the call of the ehair Chair or
the agency secretary.

(e) Members of the Council shall be entitled to receive per diem
compensation and reimbursement for of expenses ir-accordance-with as

permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010, which shall be paid by the Agency of

Commerce and Community Development.
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* * * \Vermont Community Development Board * * *

Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. § 685 is amended to read:
§ 685. THE VERMONT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(@) There shaktbe is created within the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development the Vermont Community Development Board
consisting of nine members who shall be residents of the State.

(b)(1) The members shall be appointed by the Governor for a term of three
years, or for the unexpired portion thereof. For the initial appointments, the
Governor shall appoint three for one year, three for two years, and three for
three years.

(2) In the appointment of the members, consideration shall be given to
the selection of such persons as shall adequately represent the interests of
various sections of the State and the principal beneficiaries of the program.

(c) The Chair shall be appointed annually by the Governor from among the

members.

(d) Members of the Board shall be eempensated-at-the-rate-0f-$30-00-per

retmbursed-for-necessary-expenses-incurred-therein entitled to receive per diem

compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A.

8 1010, which shall be paid by the Agency.

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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(e) No person who receives a significant portion of his or her income
directly or indirectly from the community development activities governed by
this subchapter shall be a member of the Board.

(F) The Agency shall provide staff assistance and administrative support to
the Board.

(9) Prior to January 15 of each year, the Board shall submit a report of its
activities and grants for the preceding year to the Governor and General
Assembly.

* * * State and Regional Economic Development and Planning Services

Oversight Panel * * *
Sec. 7. REPEAL

2010 Acts and Resolves No. 146, Sec. G.6 (State and Regional Economic

Development and Planning Services; Oversight Panel) is repealed.

* * * Development Cabinet * * *

Sec. 8. 3V.S.A. § 2293 is amended to read:

§2293. DEVELOPMENT CABINET

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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[Repealed.]

* * * Commission on International Trade and State Sovereignty * * *

Sec. 9. 3V.S.A. § 23 is amended to read:

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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*** Film and New Media Advisory Board * * *
Sec. 10. 3 V.S.A. § 2471d is amended to read:

§2471d.
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their-trades-in-Verment: [Repealed.]
** * \Jermont Rehabilitation Corporation * * *
Sec. 11. 10 V.S.A. chapter 12, subchapter 6 is amended to read:

Subchapter 6. Family Farm Assistance

an extent that offers them a reasonable chance to succeed. [Repealed ]

§ 272. DEFINITIONS

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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subchapter- [Repealed.]

* * * State Natural Resources Conservation Council

Board of Adjustment * * *

Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. chapter 31, subchapter 1 is amended to read:

H.16
Page 24 of 37

Subchapter 1. Conservation, Development, and Use of Natural Resources

* * *
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§ 731. FAILURE TO OBSERVE LAND-USE ORDINANCE;
CONFERENCES

(a) In the event that the supervisors of a district find that the provisions of a
land-use ordinance adopted according to the provisions of this chapter are not
being observed on particular lands, and that such nonobservance tends
substantially to increase erosion on such lands and substantially interferes with
the prevention or control of erosion or conservation of natural resources on
other lands within the district, the supervisors may summon the owner of the
land to appear before them to discuss the failure of the owner to observe the
regulations, and to perform particular work, operations, or avoidances as
required by ordinance of the district, when the nonobservance tends
substantially to increase erosion on the lands and substantially interferes with
the prevention or control of erosion or conservation of natural resources on
other lands within the district.

(b) By conference thus convoked, the supervisors and the owner of land not
observing the ordinance adopted by the district, shall together make and sign a
finding as to the issues which that are involved in the failure of the owner to
observe the ordinance of the district.

(€)(1) Upon the basis of such findings and if, after conference, it appears to
the supervisors that there are great practical difficulties or unnecessary

hardship involved in the full observance of the ordinance of the district, the
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supervisor supervisors shall endeavor to work out a program with the owner, as
shall be acceptable to the owner and shall enable the owner to comply with the
ordinance.

(2)(A) Alternatively, upon the basis of their findings, the supervisors

may authorize such variance from the ordinances in their application to the

lands of the owner who has not complied with the ordinance of the district,

when such variance will relieve practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship

to that owner and when such variance is not contrary to public interest and is in

accordance with the purpose of land use regulations.

(B) The supervisors may request the landowner not complying with

an ordinance to sign a stipulation setting forth the conditions agreed upon by

the landowner and supervisors so that the practical difficulties or unnecessary

hardship may be overcome and the work proceed by the consent of such

landowner upon the land.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed so as to make ineffective any

remedies available under the laws of the State.

§ 732. NONCOMPLIANCE; REFERENCE TO BOARD OF

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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[Repealed.]
§ 734. SUPERVISORS MAY PETITION SUPERIOR COURT-WHEN

If a landowner does not sign such stipulation, the supervisors may petition
the Superior Court to require such landowner to bring his or her land into
conformity with the ordinance, and the Geurt court shall order such relief as it
may deem necessary in the interest of public health, safety, and welfare.

However, no landowner shall by ordinance or otherwise be required to pay any

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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money or perform any act that shall not be for the protection of his or her own
land nor shall he or she be required to pay any money, perform any act, or
carry out any practice that shall not be in just proportion to the benefits that he
or she will receive and further provided that he or she shall not be required to
pay any money, perform any act, or carry out any practice that shall not be
deemed to be necessary for the public good.
* % *

* * * Pesticide Advisory Council * * *
Sec. 13. 6 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:
§ 1102. PESTICIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED

* * *

(d) The functions of the Council are:
—_—

(6) To recommend targets with respect to the State goal of achieving an
overall reduction in the use of pesticides consistent with sound pest or
vegetative management practices and to issue-an-annualreport-to-the-General
Assembhy-detatling measure the State’s progress in reaching those targets and
attaining that goal. The targets should be designed to enable evaluation of
multiple measures of pesticide usage, use patterns, and associated risks.
Targets should take into consideration at a minimum the following:

(A) reducing the amount of acreage where pesticides are used;

VT LEG #336557 v.2
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(B) reducing the risks associated with the use of pesticides;
(C) increasing the acreage managed by means of integrated pest
management techniques;
(D) decreasing, within each level of comparable risk, the quantity of
pesticides applied per acre; and
(E) making recommendations regarding the implementation of other
management practices that result in decreased pesticide use.
* % *
* ** \Vermont Milk Commission * * *
Sec. 14. 6 V.S.A. § 2937 is amended to read:
§ 2937. ANNUAL PERIODIC REPORT

The Commission shalt may report annuathy as needed on its activities to the

House and Senate Committees on Agriculture en-er-beforeJanuary-15;
* * * Sustainable Agriculture Council * * *
Sec. 15. 6 V.S.A. § 4701 is amended to read:
8 4701. SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
PROGRAM
(a) The purpose of this section is to promote research and education that
will encourage the development and use of economically and ecologically

sound sustainable agriculture practices such as organic methods, biological
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control, integrated pest management, soil improvement, cultivation, harvesting
and irrigation techniques, and transportation and marketing innovations,
through:

(1) Fhe the control of pests and diseases of agricultural importance
through alternatives that reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides and
petrochemicals-;

(2) Fhe the production, processing, and distribution of food and fiber in
ways that consider the interactions among soils, plants, water, air, animals,
tillage, machinery, labor, energy, and transportation to enhance the viability of
agricultural soils, public health, and resource conservation:;

(3) Fhe the expansion of marketing opportunities and promotion of
products produced through the practice of sustainable agriculture which that
will encourage the purchase of Vermont grown foods and promote regional
food security-; and

(4) Fhe the coordination of research and education activities on

sustainable agriculture among private and public agencies and individuals

within Vermont.
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icos into farmi ions.
5y T hi : inab] ioul icos in school |
elementary, secondary, and postsecondary levels. [Repealed.]

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets is authorized to apply

for, accept, and make use of grants from public and private sources to achieve
the objectives of this section, in accordance with the provisions of
32 V.S.A. §85. Inawarding grants, preference shall be given to individuals,

especially farmers, conducting on-farm research.
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objectives-of this-section: [Repealed.]

* * * Transportation Alternatives Grant Committee * * *
Sec. 16. 19 V.S.A. § 38 is amended to read:

§ 38. TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES GRANT PROGRAM

@ T on Al : Lo Land shall
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representation-of-\ermont. [Repealed.]

(c) The Transportation Alternatives Grant Program is created. The Grant

Program shall be administered by the Agency, and shall be funded in the
amount provided for in 23 U.S.C. § 133(h), less the funds set aside for the
Recreational Trails Program. Awards shall be made to eligible entities as
defined under 23 U.S.C. 8§ 133(h), and awards under the Grant Program shall
be limited to the activities authorized under federal law.

(d) Eligible entities awarded a grant must provide all funds required to
match federal funds awarded for a Transportation Alternatives project. All

grant awards shall be decided and awarded by the Fransportation-Alternatives
Grant-Committee Agency.
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(e) Transportation Alternatives grant awards shall be announced annually
by the Fransportation-Alternatives-Grant-Committee Agency not earlier than
December and not later than the following March.

(H(1) In fiscal years 2018 and 2019, all Grant Program funds shall be
reserved for municipalities for environmental mitigation projects relating to
stormwater and highways, including eligible salt and sand shed projects.

(2) In fiscal years 2020 and 2021, Grant Program funds shall be awarded
for any eligible activity and in accordance with the priorities established in
subdivision (4) of this subsection.

(3) Infiscal year 2022 and thereafter, $1,100,000.00 of Grant Program
funds, or such lesser sum if all eligible applications amount to less than
$1,100,000.00, shall be reserved for municipalities for environmental
mitigation projects relating to stormwater and highways, including eligible salt
and sand shed projects.

(4) Regarding Grant Program funds awarded in fiscal years 2020 and
2021, and the balance of Grant Program funds not reserved for environmental
mitigation projects in fiscal year 2022 and thereafter, in evaluating applications
for Transportation Alternatives grants, the Franspertation-Alternatives-Grant
Committee Agency shall give preferential weighting to projects involving as a
primary feature a bicycle or pedestrian facility. The degree of preferential

weighting and the circumstantial factors sufficient to overcome the weighting
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shall be in the complete discretion of the Franspertation-Alternatives-Grant
Committee Agency.

(g) The Agency shall develop an outreach and marketing effort designed to
provide information to communities with respect to the benefits of
participating in the Transportation Alternatives Grant Program. The outreach
and marketing activities shall include apprising municipalities of the
availability of grants for salt and sand sheds. The outreach effort should be
directed to areas of the State historically underserved by this Program.

* * * \Jermont Transportation Authority * * *
Sec. 17. REPEAL

29 V.S.A. chapter 16 (Vermont Transportation Authority) is repealed.

* * * Capitol Complex Commission * * *
Sec. 18. 29 V.S.A. § 182 is amended to read:
§ 182. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(2) “Capitol eemplex-commission Complex Commission” means a

commission consisting of five seven members.

(A) Four members shall be appointed by the geverner Governor, with
the advice and consent of the senate Senate, for a term of three years. One

member shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one member shall
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be appointed by the Senate Committee on Committees, each for a term of two

years. The fifth seventh member shall be appointed by the Montpelier eity

eouncH City Council for a term of two years.
(B) The ehair Chair of the ecapitol-complex-commission Capitol

Complex Commission shall be designated by the geverrer Governor.

(C) Ne Not more than two members of the eemmission Commission
shall be residents of the eity City of Montpelier, and re a member may shall
not be an exempt employee of the state State of Vermont or a State legislator.

(D) The - ¢ huildi I Lsoryi

Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall be the executive

secretary of the beard Commission and shall have no vote.
* * %
* * * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 19. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.
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